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A French Writer's Remarks on Egypt. 


7 country and the benefits of its situation are still the 
subject of appreciation amotg the French writers.— 
One of them has very lately obséryed, “ that it is more 
from its geographical situation than from the fertility of its 
soil, &c. that Egypt will and must undoubtedly be an exten- 
sive sharer in the commerce of all civilized nations. Placed 
between the Mediterranean and Red Seas, on the frontiers of 
Asia and Africa, and equally convenient for Europe and Asia, 
this country was certainly destined to become the point of 
contact for every nation of the globe, the centre of wnion, 
and the grand staple of all trade. The fieets of all mariuime 
powers shall enter its ports, and its markets shall be fillesd 
with every article of trade, drugs, and commodities of everyy 
kind, and the fraits of the industry of many nations. “ Here,” 
continues this Frenchman, “ shall Caffrees and Algerines, 
Chinese and Persians, Abyssinians and Hindoos, Banyans 
and Jews, Greeks and Armenians, Christians and Mussul- 
men, be seen to meet together.” No real good, however, 
he thinks can be effected until those obstacles are removed 
which selfishness has created: the expulsion of the Mame- 
lukes for this reason is a measure indispensable. “ But though 
the French have given up this valuable position, yet their 
expedition taught them how easily they might establish 
themselves there, in spite of the united efforts of Turks, 
Arabs, and Mamelukes, nay, even in spite of the malicious 
envy of the English, if the rest of Europe would but give their 
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concurrence to the measure, and promote the design of colo- 
nizing, by degrees, a country whose present inhabitants are so 
sunk in superstition, and so blind to their own advantage, 
A time will certainly arrive when it will be evident to every 
civilized nation, that inuch utility would spring from the total 
extermination of arace of beings that disgrace the land in 
which they live. 

“ Bat it may be said, in opposition, that there is one 
hation that will not consent to a participation of trade— 
a nation that seeks to annihilate the industry and prosperity 
of every other ; that claims for her own ships the exclusive 
rights of navigation ; that arrogatcs to lierself the sole sale 
of the exstern and western produce, and the supreme dominion 
of the immense ocean. Let Egypt continue buried in barbar- 
ism; let the harbours of Alexandria, like its channels, be 
choaked with sand, and Ict the fertile soil of Egypt remain 
an uncultivated desert; the passage round the Cape will 
always be open, and the honest Epglishmen will take charge 
of the navigation of the world ! Yet, sooner or later, universal 
will overcome individual interest. ‘lhe route to India by the 
Red Sea is so short, so little exposed to danger, the period of 
the voyage so limited, the ports to be touched at for water, 
repairs, &c. so convenieutly situated, the monsoons so constant 
and regular, that undoubtedly this passage to India will one 
day be preferred to every other.” 

‘The author, after treating upon the extreme facility of 
cuttinga channel through the isthmus. of Saez into the Red 
Sea, and doing away the objections respecting the supposed 
difference of the level of the two shores, viz. the Mediterra- 
nean and the Red Sea, concludes, that the constant winds 
blowing in the latter will always ailow the navigators to keep 
the middle of the channel. ‘Tic harbour of Mocha and 
others, he insinuates, may be much improved; and as, beyond 
the straits of Babelmandel, the winds for the first half year 
never shift from the south or south-west, nor ia the last 
half from the north or north-east ; of course the whole pas- 
sage from the Mediicrranean to India may be performed 
sailing before the wind. Egypt thas, upon the whole, he 
thinks might be formed into a general staple and universal 
mart. 


An ANECDOTE. 





Frenchman being at Nottingham, and having to find 

out a sign, could not, with bis utmost exertions, reco 

lect the name further than, as he said, it was someting 

bclonging toasheep. The fleece, the woulpack, the horus, 
C. 
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&c. were then mentioned to him, but in vain ; “till, at length, 
starting from ‘a short pause, he put this question,—* Vat do 
you Englishman call de sheep’s son ?” “ A /amb,” was the re- 
ply. “ By Gar,” replied the Frenchman, “* vous avez raison, 
youare right.” 





Female Heroism, as ecinced during the Reign of Terror of 
the French Revolution. 


(Translated from the French of Mons. Legouve’s Poem “ La Merite 
des Femmes.”] 


bs is impossible to reflect, without emotion and gratitude, 
£ on the courageous affection and indefatigable perseverance, 
which were displayed by the female sex under the reign 
of terror, towards their proscribed husbands, relations, or 
friends. First, they petitioned the convention in their behalf, 
tothe number of 1500 or 1600. Afterwards, in all the towns 
where incarceratious and murders took place, they braved every 
danger, made every entreaty, submitted to every sacrifice, to 
save, or-at least to see, and to comfort, the objects of their 
affection ; and move than once, when they could neither obtain 
their liberty nor protect them, they willingly shared their cap- 
tivity anddeath. [should be very happy to pay a tribute to 
each of those heroines, in recording her name, and the 
instance of her magnanimity; but how could I collect ac- 
counts of actions so innumerable? Ihave however gathered 
some ; they will be suflicient to attest the truth of my verses, 
while they witness the kindness of those consoling angels, who, 
in days of crime, imitated providence itself. 

Madaine Lefort, in one of the western departments, tremb- 
ling for the life of her husband, then imprisoned as a con- 
spirator, bought a permission to sce him. At dark, she flies 
tohim with a double dress ; she prevails on him to change 
apparel, to go out in this disguise, and to leave her there. On 
the next day, it is discovered that his wife has taken his place. 
The representative addresses her ina menacing tone, “ Wretch, 
what shave you done ’—* My duty,” says she, “ do 
your's. 

The same stratagem was employed at Lyons, when that 
valiant city, reduced to submit to her conquerors, became the 
theatre of the most barbarons executions. One of the inhabi- 
tants is marked for imprisonment ; bis wife is apprised of it ; 
she hasieus to warn him, gives him all her money and jewels, 
forces him to escape, and puts on the dress of this threatened 
hasband. ‘The exccutioners come to demand him: his wife 
dressed like him makes her appearance, and is conducied to 
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the committee. The deceit being soon discovered, she is 
examined respecting her husband; she answers that “ she 
has obliged him to fly ; and that she glories in having exposed 
her own life to save his.” When threatened with immediate 
death, if she does not disclose the road he has taken; ber 
answer is, “ Strike whenever you like, [ am ready.” She is told 
that “ the good of the country requires she should give infor- 
mation ;” she exclaims: “ The country does not command 
nature to be outraged.” 

Paris, as well as the departments, exhibited wonderful 
instances of connubial affection. 

Madame Lavalette, a prisoner in La Bourbe,* with her 
husband, learns that he is about to appear before the tribunal ; 
she runs to him, clasps him by the neck and legs, and entreats 
the gaol-keeper to let her go with him. This dire favour was 
denied her. 

Madame Davaux obtained it-+ Ter husband, formerly 
lieutenant-general in the presidial of Riow, had been arrested 
in that town, and ordered to be carried to the Conciergerie ; he 
was overwhelmed with age and infirmities. Madame Davaux, 
aware of the fate prepared for him, resolved to share the 

loody sacrifice, No warrant had been issued against her; and 
not being confined, she jumped upon the waggen in which 
the prisoners of the departments were carried to Paris. On 
their arrival, she was imprisoned with them, and died five 
months after on the scaffold, by the side of her husband, while 
she was embracing him. 

Madame Lavergne, the wife of the commander in Longwy, 
raised her voice in his favour, before the revolutionary 
tribunal, when he was examined respecting the surrender of 
that town. Fruitless exertion! his sentence was pronounced 
in her presence. She then abandoned herseif to despair. 
To be immolated, it was sufficient to exclaim ‘ Vive le roi!” 
she made it resound through the hall. In vain were the judges 
willing to consider her as insane ; she persisted iu repeating 
the exclamation, ‘till she obtained her wish, and was cou- 
demned. 

Madame Roland, the minister’s wife, pleaded his cause, at 
the bar of the convention, with as much fortitude as eloquence. 
When arrested and unable to assist him, she bequeathed au 

example 


* La Bourbe, la Conciergerie, le Plessis, le Luxembourg, |’ Abbaye, 
Sevres, Port Libre, were houses of arrestation, or prisons in 
Paris. 

+ Extract from the book intituled La Philosophie du Bonheur, 
ef Cit. Delille Decalle, author of la Philosophie de la Nature. 
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example of intrepidity in death, in the calm with which she 
went to the scaffold. 

Some unfortunate persons were brought to Paris, and put 
in the Plessis, to be tried. One of them hada young and 
beautiful wife, who had not quitted him. White she was 
walking in the yard, with the other prisoners, her husband 
was called to the door of the prison. Anticipating this ag 
the signal for his death, she endeavours to follow him ; the 
jailer objects to it; but strengthened by her misery, she 
breaks through every thing, runs into the arms of her huss 
band, and clasps him, to enjoy at least,the direful comfort of 
sharing his fate. The guards separate them. ‘“ Barbarians,” 
said she, “ “ still I will die;” instantly she flies to the iroa 
door of the prison, violently strikes her head against it, and 
falls expiring on the spot. 

Marshal de Mouchy was carried to the Luxembourg ; 
no sooner was he there, than his wife comes in. They observe 
to her that the warrant does not mention, her ; her answer is, 
“ Since my bushand is imprisoned, [ am also a prisoner.” He 
is brought before the revolutionary tribuual; she accompanies 
him. ‘The public accuser observes that she bas not been 
subpoenaed ; her answer is, “ Since my husband is sammaned 
here, I must come also.” He is at last sentenced to die 3 
she steps with him into the bloody cart. The executioner 
tells her she is not condemned, “ Siuce my. husband is 
condemned,” says she, “ I am also.” Without uttering 
another word, she was executed with her husband.* 

If, in those horrid days, Hymen made every exertion in 
behalf of the unfortunate, it may be well conceived that Love, 
more impetuous, did not yield to him. 

The mistress of Citizen Causse, a merchant in Toulouse, gave 
an instance of this. 

The revolutionary commission of that town had condemned 
him ; it was dark when his sentence was prononuced ; theres 
fore the execution was delayed ‘till the next day. His 
mistress, having heard of the delay, resolved to take advane 
tage of it to deliver him from the hands of the executioners, 
There was an uninhabited house adjoining the place where he 
was to spend the night ; she, who, during his trial, had sold all 
her property, to procure money to lavish in his behalf, immer 
diately purchases that hoyse. Thither she runs with a trusty 
chamber-maid, They perforate the wall adjaining the 
prison, and make an opening in it large enough for the 
escape of the captive whom they wish to release ; but the 
neighbourhaod being crowded with guards, how ean their 

discovery 


* This venerable duke, the marshal de Mouchy, was upwards of 


seventy years of age ; bis lady was nearly as old. 





































































846 THE WEEKLY 





ENTERTAINER. 


discovery of him be prevented? A military disguise, which 
this cautious friend has brought with her, conceals his escape. 
Dressed herself as a gend’armes, she leads him on through the 
sentries. They went thus through the town without being 
recognised, and passed by the very place where the instrument 
was preparing which was to cut off ahead, that Love contrived 
in this manner to preserve. 

Love rescued also a young man of Bourdeaux, who had 

been thrown into one of the prisons of that town. The 
estilential air he breathed there, undermined his health ; 
he was catried to the hospital.. A young nurse was ordered 
to attend on him. To a handsome face he joined the 
advantages of birth and fortune. At’ first, his pleasing 
countenance interested her, and when he’ had acquainted 
her with all his misfortunes and forebodings, pity compléated 
what tender sympathy began. She resolved to effect his 
escape. After imparting her design to him, without avowing 
her partiality, she advised him to feign as if he were in violent 
convulsions and expiring. The young man acted the part 
allotted to him. Sister Theresa, according to custom, spread 
the sheet over his head. The physician came atthe usual 
hour ; she told him the patient had just breathed his last; he 
went away, without suspecting her deception. At dark, sister 
Theresa pretended that the corpse had been claimed, for the 
instruction of the young surgeons, and she had it brought 
to the hall for dissection. When he was there, she gave 
him a suit of clothes, belonging to a surgeon who was in 
the secret; and in this disguise he escaped, without notice. 
The fraud was not discovered ’till the next day. Sister The- 
resa was examined; and using no dissimulation, so awful 
was her candour, that she was spared. Meanwhile, she had 
inspired the young Bordelese with a passion still stronger 
than her own ; he induced her to come to his retreat ; and 
there, on his knees, he entreated her to embellish the days 
she had preserved, by consenting to be his wife; as may be 
readily conceived, she did not refuse ; since she was receiving 
as'‘much happiness as she conferred. They weut together to 
Spain, where they were married. 

Madame C——r could preve her love to Cit. Boyer, only 
by dying withhim. ‘They were imprisoned together in Paris. 
One day Boyer was semmoned before the tribunal, as a 
witness. His fellow prisoners thought they should, not seé 
him any more, and the looks of all were directed towards 
his mistress. She seemed to be composed, and retired to 
write. One of her friends, suspecting that «this apparent 
calm might conceal a daring design, watclicd her, and inter- 
cepted a letter which she had written to the public accuser, 
By this letter he was informed of every feeling of her burn- 
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ing heart. Madame C r expressed in it her wishes -for 
the restoration of royalty, which was the same as calling for 
death ; she expected it. But as she received no answer, 
she was afraid her letter had been intercepted ; she wrote 
another, and took every care that it might reach its destina- 
tion. In the meau while the journals were kept out of 
her sight, because Boyer was on the list of those who had 
been executed. She said to her friends: “ I know, he is no 
more; donot deceive me, | have courage.” They at length 
confessed the truih. She received this last blow with the 
greatest fortitude, and retired again to her apartments ; 
there she read over once more her lover’s letters, of which 
she made a girdle round her waist, and spent the remainder 
of the night in lamenting him. On the next day, she dressed 
herself with great nicety, and while at breakfast with the 
other prisovers, she heard the bell ringing. “ It is me whom 
they come to fetch,” exclaimed she joyfully, “ Farewell, my 
friends; Lam happy, Lam _ going to follow him.” She then 
cut off her beautiful hair, and divided it among her friends ; 
sire gave a ring to one of them, a necklace to another, and atier 
begging that they would sometimes Jook at these presents, 
she took her leave. She ran to the tribunal, she was asked 
if she was the author of the letter which she was called to 
account for: “ Yes, monsters! I directed it to you; you 
have murdered my lover; strike me now, here is my head.” 
When on the scaffold she exclaimed : “ Here, he perished 
yesterday, at the sume hour: [ see his blood, come, execu- 
tioner, and mix that of his lover’s with it!” After uttering 
these words, she tendered her ueck to the bloody axe, repeat- 
ing to her last moment the name she held so dear, 

Another woman distinguished herself, after the death 
of her lover, by an action of a differeut nature but no less 
affectionate. She had witnessed the execution of the unfortu- 
nate, on whow her affection was fixed. She followed his 
remains to the place where they were to be buried with those 
of several others. These she entices the cupidity of the grave- 
digger to obtain the head of a beloved victim, and tells 
him :—“ Eyes tull of love, which death has just now 
exiinguisbed, the finest hair in the world, youthtul graces 
withered by sorrow ; such is ihe picture of the one I want 5 
100 Louis dor will be ihe reward of such a service.” The 
head was promised She came again alone and trembling, 
to receive tin a valuable veil. But nature was not so strong 
as luve ; exhausted by such struggles, this fond lover fell down 
at the corser of Rue S:. Flovcuiin, and to the terrified eyes 
of Levoldeis reveried her secret, and what she was carrying. 
Sbe was seine vetore the tribunal, where the judges made a 
charge against her, of what ought to have excited their sym- 
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pathy ; and she went to the scaffold, in the consoling hope of 
finding in another world, tlie object which had animated her 
with sucli a delirious passion ! 

Fraternal affection inspired also sacrifices. 

The sister of a bookseller in Paris, of the name of Gattey, 
being present when her brother was condemned, exclaimed 
“ Vive le roi !” within the court itself. She wanted to die with 
him ; but this sad satisfaction was denied her, and her execy- 
tion was delayed to the next day. 

Mademoiselle Maille, confined in Rue de Sevres, sacrificed 
herself for her sisterin law. She went tothe yard with the 
other prisoners, to hear the names of the condemned called 
over; her name beitig pronounced, she steps forwards, but 
observes that the surname bot belonging to her, must apply 
to another person. She is asked whether she knows who that 
person is ? (it was her sister in law); she remains silent ; she is 
ordered to disclose her retreat. “ I do not wish for death,” 
says she, “ but I prefer it a thousaid times to the shame 
of saving myself at the expence of another; 1 am ready to 
follow you.” 

After the surrender of Lyons five prisoners escaped from 
a dungeon, called the Cave of Death; the sisters of young 
Porral facilitated their evasion. They gave a part of their for- 
tune to obtain access to their brother, and through the greatest 
dangers visited him several times, and procured him the 
necessary implements: young Poiral made us of them with 
as much success as boldness, and soon came, with his four 
fellow prisoners, to thank lis sisters, who assisted him to elude 
the search which his flight occasioned. 

{A very particular account of this evasion, with many 
others, some of them conducted with wonderful dexterity, 
was published at Lyons, after the reign of terror had subsided. 
It shews to what fury revolutionary principles may be im- 
pelled.] 

Madame Elisabeth could have avoided the dangers which 
threatened the Bourbons, by joining those of her brothers 
who emigrated from France; but she rather renounced all 
thought of herself than forsake the most unfortunate of 
them. She was executed soon after the king, with the placidity 
of mild innocence. When carrying to the scaffold, her 
neck handkerchief fell oif: being thus exposed to the gaze 
of the crowd, she addressed to the executioner these memora- 
ble words : “ In the name of decency cover my bosom.” 

These are but a few of the horrid deeds occasioned by the 
French revolution. Itis to be hoped that they will sicken the 
most ardent advocates for violent changes. 

Memoit 
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Memoir of Don Santiago de Liniers. 


HIE Chevalier Liniers is the descendant of a noble family, 

and was born at Niort, in Poitou. At twelve years he was 
received into the order of Malta, and became page to the 
grand master. He returned to France when he was fifteen, 
and was appointed an officer in the royal Piedmont regiment 
of cavalry. In 1774 he went to Spain, and, having eutered 
into the navy.in the following year, was employed in the unfor- 
tunate expedition, under the command of Count O'Reilly, 
against Algiers. He continued to serve in the Spanish’ navy 
for several years, in the course of which he was present at the 
reduction of Minorca, the famous attack on Gibraltar, and 


other remarkable operations. Having attained the’ rank ‘of 
captain, he went out in 1788 as second in command of the’ 


squadron sent to the river Plate. 

He remained on this station until the peace of 1802, when 
he found himself reduced to beggary by some ill-judged 
speculations of his brother, and he was under the necessity of 
returning to Spain to claim the rank of brigadier, which had 
been unjustly with-held from him. The government having 
uppointed. him head of the missions to the interior of Mexico, 
or in other words to the country of El Dorado, established 
by the Jesuits, he passed two years in visiting that most inte- 
resting tract of the Spanish possessions. During this journey 
he had the misfortune to be deprived of his wife and one of his 
daughters, by whom he was accompanied. 

On his return to Buenos Ayres, he found that war was 

declared, and the town in the greatest consternation on 
account of the appearance of an English privateer in the 
river Plate. He had hardly taken the necessary steps, by 
fitting out some armed vessels, to secure the town from insult, 
and protect an East India ship of immense value, the object 
of the privateer, when the expedition from the Cape of Good 
Hope appeared at the mouth of the river Plate. 
_ The viceroy was guilty of a great error in politics, that 
of sending back to the Cape of Good Hope the English 
prisoners, who had been for along time at large at Buenos 
Ayres, and who had therefore an opportunity of observing 
the weakness of the place, and the inadequacy of the pre- 
parations for defending it, and in general the whole colony. 
Commodore Sir Home Popham having, through these 
persons, become acquainted with the feeble state of Buenos 
Ayres, (it being the practice to send in time of war all the 
troops to Monte Video, notwithstanding the incessant reprc= 
sentations of M. De Liniers, that Buenos Ayres was more 
exposed to a coup de main, than Monte Video) was incited 
by the prospect of great advantage, which the attack of a place 
Vol. 50. GN 60 
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so rich as Buenos Ayres held out toa commanderwho was no 
Jess a good speculator than oflicer, to urge the fitting opt 
of an expedition against that colony. The rashness of 
the project might have been forgotten in its success, jf, 
atter the taking of Buenos Ayres, the British commanders had 
followed the example of the immortal Du Guay Trouin, at 
Rio Janeiro, by accepting a ransom for the place and 
returning. 

The English expedition arrived in the river Plate. An 
Officer, who descried it from a light vessel, brought the intelli- 
gence to the viceroy, the marquis of Sobremorite, who was 
thrown into the utmost confusion by the news. He ordered 
M. De Liniers to repair to Eusenada, who observed that he 
could contribute more to the defence of the town by opposing 
the landing with his small naval force, than by removing 
to sucha distance. He dectared at the same time, that he 
was ready to obey these orders, and required that all the 
officers of the coast of Ensenada, should be put under his com- 
mand, -The Marquis Sobremonte returned an insulting an- 
swer, and ordered him to set out instantly, which M. De 
Liniers, did under a firm persuasion that all would be Jost. 
He reached Ensenada, but no orders to obey him had been 
transmitted there. As it, however, ordinarily hdppens in 
times of danger, that the governed have sometimes more 
instinct than the governors have judgement, every one put 
himself under the orders of M. De Liniers. 

Liniers immediately made preparations for defending the 
post with two gun-boats, a merchant vessel, two light field 
pieces, three hundred militia, and a fort in decay. A landing 
was attempted, but the English perceiving the resolution of 
the troops, re-embarked and proceeded along the coast. M. 
De Liniers sent a messenger to the viceroy to apprize hin, 
that from the number of vessels of which the convoy was 
composed, he was of opinion that they could not have more 
than two thousand nen on board: observing at the same time 
that a commander, who after making a demonstration of attack- 
ing, withdrew without trying his strength, gave reason to sus- 
pect his weakness from the fact of his caution. The viceroy 
was satisfied with sending some badly-armed militia to 
the coast, and suffered General Berestord to land without 
opposition, within four leagues of Buenos Ayres, on a marshy 
coast, which the English troops had great difficulty in 
passing through. The Leda, of 41 guns, was the only vessel 
that covered the disembarkation. It will be obvious that 
if M. De Liniers could have placed his flotifla, on account of 
the shoal water between the Pigate and the shore, he might 
have .destroyed, with grape-shot from his gun-boats, the 
troops who were in the mud to the Véry middle. But every 
thing 
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thitg-fled before the English. The first who retreated was 
the viceroy himself, throwing on the superior officer the task 
of making the best capitulation he could, 

At the time that the English marched, as if they were 
going toa parade, from Barraccas to. Buenos Ayres, M. De 
Liniersjyeturned from Ensenada, and perceiyed from a height 
two feeble discharges of , musquetry, after which the fire 
immediately ceased. He concluded that.the town had surren- 
dered ; he immediately returned and took up his residence.at a 
countfy-house within six leagues of Buenos Ayres. , A couptry- 
man, whom he sent to procure him information, brought him 
back word that the town had capitulated, and that the English 
general had taken possession of it. ee 

The first idea of M, De Liniers was to set out immediately, 
notwithstanding the dreadful weather, to cross the Parama 
at 50 or 60 leagues from Buenos Ayres, and to proceed te 
Monte Video ; but on reflection, he decided on applying for 
permission to enter the town, for the purpose of obtaining 
information of the enemy’s strength, and seeing with his own 
eyes the resources which circumstances might offer, and the 
advantage it might be possible to derive from them. He 
dispatched, in consequence, a faithful messenger to General 
Beresford, to inform him, that not having the honour to be 
attacked in the post committed to his care, he was not in- 
cluded in the capitulation, but that, with his permission, he 
would enter the town, for the purpose of seeing his children, 
and settling his affairs. This was very politely granted to him, 
with an assurance that he might enter and; quit the towa 
whenever he pleased. 

M. De Liniers, in consequence of this permission, entered 
the town, where he found the inhabitants in consternation, and 
burning with shame at having been conquered by a hand- 
ful of troops. They were particularly enraged at the conduct 
of the viceroy. Several plans were proposed to M. De 
Liniers for rescuing the town from the power of the English. 
Some of these were ridiculous; others too dangerous. He 
endeavoured to shew them the consequence of such an attempt. 
He represented to them that having voluntarily surrendered, 
and the magistrates having taken the oath of allegiance, the 
insurgents would expose the town to be sacked if their 
plan did not suceced, and that even success could not 

justify the violation of a solemn treaty; that they should 
expect their deliverance from Monte Video, whither he would 
go to make preparations for it. 

» Having obtained all the information he desired, M. De 
Liniers secretly left Buenos Ayres. His departure was soon 
known, and the agents of the government did every thing in 
their power to arrest him ; but he eluded their vigilance, 
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and arrived, after a very extraordinary journey, at the colony 
of Saint Sacrement, from whence ‘he wrote to the governor of 
Monte Video, acquainting him of his arrival, of -his plans 
against Buenos’ Ayres, and requesting to know if he could 
supply him with 500 chosen men. He was not Jong behind 
his letter, and found an expedition prepared‘on the plan 
he had formed. “He applied to’ the governor, under? whose 
orders he was, for the command of the advanced guard. ‘The 
‘preparations were carried on with great activity for some 
‘days; the viceroy having written to the governor of Monte 
‘Video that he had gotie to Cordova to’ collect troops and at- 
tack Buenos Ayres, aiid requesting ‘hint to send him arms and 
a few companies of troops of the line ;"and on the otherthand 
dotelligence having been received ftom Buenos: Ayres’ that 
the commodore intended to bombard Monte Video, which 
‘was corroborated by the appearance of ‘some English vessels 
in addition to those that bldckaded the port; «ll these circum- 
stances gave rise to’a council of war, at which the governor 
of Monte Video read the viceroy’s dispatches, and laid. before 
it the reasons which induced him: to’ believe that the town 
he commanded ‘would be attacked, the defence of which he 
considered to be his chief duty ; avd declared ‘that he not 
only did not conceive himself ‘authorised to take the com- 
mand ‘of the intended expedition; but- that on’ no account 
could he agree to separate bis force.‘ Upon this M. De Liniers 
observed to the council, that it Buenos Ayres remained in 
possession of the English, Monte -Video must fall ‘sooner 
or later ; that’ he would again offer to attack Buenos’ Ayres 
with 500 men ; that in case he failed in the attempt, the conse- 
guenée would be ‘the speedier fall of Monte Video; but that 
if he suecéeded both towns would be saved. The council of 
war were of M. De Liniers opinion. 

Buenos Ayres was retaken on the 12th of August, 1805. ‘Tt 
is’ unnecessary to enter into the details, which are known 
throughout all Europe by the Spanish and English official 
gazettes. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 





An Account of the Ottamacs, who eat Clay. 
[From Humboldt’s “ Tableux de la Nature.”] 


N the coasts of Cumana, of New Barcelona, and of Ca- 
raccas, visited by the Francisian monks of Guyana in re- 
jurning from their missions, there was a tradition prevalent, 
that tribes inhabiting the banks of the Oronyco eat ear ”" 
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On the Gth of June, 1800, we spent a day in .a mission in a 
village inhabited by the Ortamacs who eat earth. The village 
called La Concepcion, of Utuana, is situated in a very pic- 
turesque manner upon the declivity of a rock of granite. Its 
latitude I determined to be seven degrees north, and its longi- 
tude four degrees west of Paris. The earth which the Oitae 
macs eat is a fat and unciuous clay, a real potter’s earth, of a 
greyish yellow tint, coloured by a little oxide of iron. They 
select it with much care, and gather it on particular banks, of 
the sides of the Oronoco and of the Meta. They distinguish 
by the taste one kind of earth from another, for all kinds of 
clay are not equally agreeable to their palates. They knead 
this earth into balls, of from four to six inches in diameter, and 
bake it at a slow fire, “till its outer surface becomes reddish. 
Before they eat these balls they moisten them anew. These 
Ottamacs are for the most part a very savage race, and have 
an aversion to improvement. ‘The nations on the Oronoco 
that are farthest from that canton, say proverbially, when they 
wish to speak of any thing very filthy, “ It is disgusting for 
an Oittamac to eat.” When the waters of the Oronoco and 
Meta are low, the Ottamacs support themselves on fish and 
tortoises. When the fish appear at the surface of the water, 
they kill them by means of darts, with a dexterity which we 
have often adinired. When the rivers, experience their pee 
riodical overflow, the fishing ceases, for it is as difficult to fish 
in rivers become too deep as in the open sea. During this. in- 
undation, which lasts two or three months, the Ottainacs swale 
Jow. prodigious quantities of earth, We have found in their 
huts immense stores of it, heaped up in pyramids. Each in- 
dividual consumes daily three-fourths or four-fifths of a pound 
of earth, according to the account which Fray Komon Bueno, 
avery intelligent monk, who has lived twelve years among these 
Indians, gave us. _The Ottamacs themselves say, that in the 
rainy season this earth is their principal food ; in addition, they 
eat little fishes, lizards, and fern roots They are so fond of 
this earth, that every day they eat a little of it after their re- 
past, to regale themselves, even in the dry seasons, and when 
they have abundance of fish. These people are of a very dark 
copper colour; their features are as ugly as those of the Tare 
tars. The missionary who resides among them assured us, that 
he has remarked no difference in the health of these savages 
during the time that they eat this earth. 

Such is the simple narration of facts. It may be asserted, 
that in all the regions of the torrid zone, this desire for earth 
has been observed; in Guinea, the negroes eat a yellowish 
earth, which they call caouac. Tie slaves which are brought 
into 
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into America endeavour to procure a similar gratification, but 
it is always to the detriment of their health. 





——— we 


Character and Anecdotes of Aluley Solymen. 
[From Buffa’s Travels through Moroccv.] 


H® predecessor was fatnons for cruelty, and his elder bro- 
thers were leading their subjects to slaughter in the field 
before his accession. ‘The present emperor, Muley Solyman, 
was the youngest prince, and lived retired in the city of Fez, 
assiduously occupied in studying the Alcoran and the laws of 
the empire, in order to qualify himself for the office of bigh- 
priest, which he was intended to fill. From this retreat he 
was called by the priests, the highest in repute as saints, in the 
neighbourhood of Fez, and a small party of the Moorish mi- 
jitia, and by them prevailed tpon to come forward as a candi- 
date for the crown, in opposition to his three brothers, who 
were waging war with eacli other, at the head of numerous 
forces. In the midst of this anarchy and confusion, the young 
prince was proclaimed emperor at Fez, by the name of Muley 
Solyman ; and having collected a strong foree, aided by the 
counsels of a number of brave and experienced officers, he 
advanced to Mequinez, which he reduced, efter two successive 
pitched battles. This place was defended by one of his bros 
thers, who shortly after acknowledged him as emperor, joined 
bim, and brought over to his interests a gréat number of friends 
and partisans. He setvetl Solysan faithfully ever after, whieli 
enabled him to withstand the united forces of his two other 
brothers. At length, owing to the little harmony that pre+ 
vailed in the armies of his competitors, he effected his pur- 
pose. Taking advantage of their increasing animosity, he ad- 
vanced towards Morocco, fighting and conquering the whole 
way. He entered the capital in triumph, after a general and 
decisive battle; and he was ngain proclaimed emperor. 

The gardens of the seragtiv are beautifully laid out by Ku- 
ropeans, and contain several elegant pavilions and sutimer- 
houses, where the ladies take tea and recteate themselves ; 
baths, fountains, and solitary retreats for those inclined to me- 
ditation ; in short, nothing is wanting to render this a complete 
terrestrial paradise, but liberty, the deprivation of which must 
embitter every enjoyment. 

Muley Solyman the present emperor, is about thirty-cight 
years of age, in height about six feet two iuclics, of a tolera- 
bly fair complexion, with remarkably fine tecth, large dark 
eves, aquiline nose, and black beard; the tout ensemble of his 
countenance noble and majestic. He governs Barbary with 
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discretion and moderation ; in the distribution of justice, oria 
rewarding his subjects, he ts just and impartial ; in his private 
conduct no less pious and exemplary, than, in his public capa- 
city, firm and resolute, prompt and courageous. 





_—-— 


A Method of stabbing Hoven Cattle, to discharge the ra- 
rified Air from the Stomach, when overfed with moist 
Clover Grass. Communicated by Mr. W. Wallis Ma- 
son, of Goodrest Lodge, near Warwick, to the Society 
of Arts. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Beg leave to lay before you a'trocar and a canula, for the 

relief of cattle when gorged or boven. Since I have in- 
troduced it, its use has been attended with the greatest success, 
having, in every instance, been proved a safe, easy, and effec 
taal remedy. ‘This iustrament I am therefore inclined to offer 
as superior to that for which the society granted a premium in 
1796; as L am of opinion, that if flexible tubes are forced 
down.-the passage which conducts to the lungs, most dangerous 
consequences inust ensue. An instance of this kind occurred 
Jast year in this neighbourhood, when intending to force the 
passage of the paunch,. occasioned the loss of the animal, 

Neithey the farmer nor the bailiff can be expected, whea 
going the rounds of the farm, to carry with him,at all times, 
at instrument as large as one of the flexible tubes: and, even 
if he had it, he could not use it without the assistance of ase- 
cond person; and, in most cases, the disorder would be fatal 
before such assistance could be procured, 

But E have improved this instrument to answer the purpose 
better, as | considered that the trocar and c:nula, commonly. 
used by surgeous, might be employed to advantage for the re- 
lief of hoven cattle. [t will now penetrate the tense sides of 
the animals, and such an alteration as I have made materially 
facilitates the operation. 

Tue method of applying it is, to penetrate, with the trocar, 
through the hide of the beast to the paunch on the near side 
about six inches from the back bone, and at an equal distance 
from the last rib and from the hip bone, then to withdraw the 
trocar, and to leave the canula in the wound until the air which 
the paunch contained has escaped. The canula then may be 
taken out, and the wound covered with a plaister of common 
itch, spread on brown paper about the size of a crown piece, 
Jiaus all the danger incident to the common mode of stabbing 
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with a knife is effectually prevented by the canula being left in 
the incision when the trocar is withdrawn. 

A feeding ox will thrive as well after the operation as if it 
had never been.atiected by the disorder. Cows in calf are in 
no danger from its use. It has even been found particularly 
beneficial in preserving rearing calves and young cattle when 
they have been hoven or gorged, and which is generally fatal 
toa great number of them. ‘The instrument is of avery small 
expence,-and its portability and the ease by which ‘it may be 
used by an individual, must be considered as recommendations 
in its favour. 








Scotch Mode of curing Butter. 


AKE two parts of the best common salt, one part of su- 
gar, and one part of salt petre, beat them up together, 
and blend the whole completely ; take one ounce of this com- 
position for every pound of butter, work it well into the mass, 
and then close it up in the ordinary way ‘till wanted for use, 
The difference between this butter.and that cured by common 
salt is said to be inconceivable ; the former appears of a rich 
marrowy consistence and fine colour, and never acquires a 
brittle hardness, nor tastes too salt ; the latter is comparatively 
hard and brittle, approaching nearer to the appearance of 
tallow, and is much salter. . However, it. must be noted, that 
butter cured in the Scotch manner should stand a month or 
three weeks: at least before it is used. If opened sooner; 
the salts are not sufficiently blended, The pernicious practice 
of keeping milk in troughs lined with lead ought to be avoided, 
as well as the salting of butter in stone jars, as both of these 
communicate a very prejudicial quality to the human constitu- 
tion : neither is the want of real cleanliness so soon discovered 
in these as in the use of wooden dishes. 





FRENCH VELVET. 


HE French Archives of Inventions, for'1810, give the fol- 
lowing account Of the new rhethod of fabricating velvet 
adopted in that country: 

“ We went into a chamber, separated from the manufactory 
of Messrs. Charblier, Dabier, and Remy. One of the work- 
men then proceeded with his work in our presence, which ap- 
peared to be executed in the ordiuary manner, but had the 
following effect. After opening the discharger, they drew out 
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a piece of velvet, which appeared to us to be entirely black; 
they then divided it inte two, by cutting it down the whole of 
the length, and then we saw that there were two pieces of vel- 
vet apparently stuck together, one black, the other green. 

« After this they shewed us several other pieces of velvet of 
different colours, some made after the usual method, and others 
after their new invention; their’s had the advantage of being 
free from those streaks usually found in most af the comman 
coloured velvets; and the cut of the shag, which forms the 
surface of the velvet, was of a much greater exactness than in 
the ancient way. Exclusive of the improvement jn the fabri- 
cation, it appears by this process, that two pieces of velvet are 
now made in the same time as formerly it took to make a sin- 
gle piece. The advantages are obvious.” 





NATIONAL LIBERTY. 


ATLONAL liberty is the basis of our national finances. 

Had the power of taxation emanated wholly from the 
crown, the extent of the demand would have been different 
from what it is; exemptions would have been pleaded; re- 
wards would have been bestowed by means of exemptions, or 
of indulgences ; privilege would have led to fraud, and fraud 
established would have beeome prescription. Whuteyer was 
the fact as to the legality of the demand for ship-money re- 
sisted by Hampden, because imposed by regal authority solely, 
the effect has been, that publicity in our national fitances, 
which has moye than once proved highly salgtary. 

We acknowledge no privileged order to which the oppres- 
sion of a less favoured class is indifferent: we allow no interest 
perpetuated from age to age, prejudiced in favour of that aus 
thority and those impositions which exempt it from burthen. 
The clergy became Englishmen at the dissolution of popery 
in our country: the nobles became natives,when they coa- 
lesced with the people to meet the necessities of the state, and 
directed their privileges of independent discussion, and of free 
examination, to the benefit of the community at large, in- 
cluding the peers as fellow-subjects, and thé peerage as an il- 
lustrious institution, but not excluding it as an independent or 
unaflected body; a body whose welfare demands considera- 
tions diverse from those of the salus populi. 

lt is most earnestly to be wished that the income of the na- 
tion may be spent with increasing fragality, as that would ma- 
terially increase the public confidence in those who conduct 
the administration of the country, and tend to remove doubt 
and dissension, 
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Answer, by, J. French, to ¥. H. Pearse’s Rebus, inserted August 6, 


HEN join’din WEDLOCK pray take care 
It doth not prove to'you a snare. “ 


(<> Similar answers bave been received from Caroline Caines, at Lion’s- 
gate; Christopher Caines, of Cernd sthodls J. Milverton, of ToHer* Down ; 
and S. Tucker, of -Bugford. : 








Answer, by an Officer of the Customs at Plymouth, to W. Wakebam’s Charade, 
inserted August 13. 


FT have I travers’'d CAT DOWN* road, 
And hid myself from view, 
To ease thé 'stuugegler of his load, 
And bring to justice tov. 


* The village of Catdown, in the port of Plymouth. 


{> A similar answer has also been received from J. Brown, and Tho- 
mas Byrt,of Shepton Mallet; Caroline Caines, of Lion’s-gate; Christopher 
Caines, at Cerne school; J. Strike, near Launceston; J. Ball, of Hinton St, 
George; and S, Tucker, of Bugford. 





Answer, by F. Brown, of Shepion Mallet, to ¥. Kerby’s Rebus, inserted the 
13th of August. 


“HE initials join’d together right, 
. The, TORPEDO will bring to light. 


t+*t We have received the like answer ‘from Caroline Caines, at Lion’s- 
gate; Christopher Caines, at Cerne schvol; ‘T. Byrt, of Shepton Mallet; 
and J, Strike, near Launceston. 


——e 





A REBUS, by B. Carwosso, of Cosawes. 
M* slender first performs an useful yoy 


In science, trade, and oft in skilful art; 
With pleasure oft my ‘neéxt.in penstve muse, 
‘The gloomy footsteps of my first pursues. 
My last incloses, as you oft will find; 
The valiant hero, and the warlike mind. 
Make me my whole, Oh! wond’rous power divine, 
That | may with thy saints in glory shine, 
And loudly sing, on Heaven’s ethereal plains, 
With lovely cherubs in seraphic strains. 





A REBUS, by T. Byrty of Shepton Mallet, 


NGENIOUS bards, well-skill’d in lore, 
A fragrant shrub you'll first explore; 

Avaunt my next, ne’er me molest, 
Nor long abide within my breast ; 
Likewise a ‘colour you must firid, 
?Tis somewhat of a bluish kind; 
Mysterious last! .’tis past my “might 
To search and find it out aright: 
Select the initials right, and you 
A creeping animal will view, 
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AEROSTATION, 


TUNE.—THE/ANACREONTIC SONGe 


O more of your racing on horse of on foot, 
Of your curticle-driving, or skaiting, or swimming, 

For SADLER-outstrips, and laughs at you to boot, 
With his carand balloon thro’ the atmophere skimming, 
Horse and.carriage taxation give him no vexation, 
As easy he journies, and courts*relaxation ; 
At turnpike or toll-gate he’s nothing to pay, 
O’er hills and o’er mountains he svars far away, 


To him no mail-coach, when o’erturn’d with a bang 
In shewing his skill, byia top-heavy driver; 

Ora wheel flying off-can give birth to a'pang, 

Or an axle-tree: breaking whilst crossing a river ; 

To such common. daoger.our mtrepid ranger, 

From obvious reasons is ever a-stranger, 

Amaz’d we pursue bim "til! hidden from view, 


z Then question each action, and doubt at -what’s true. 


Urge your Newmarket steeds”till their sinews are sore 
You'll ne’er an inflated balloon be o’ertaking ; 

Not a copper-sheath’d boat, with its canvas and oar, 
Can a voy’ge half as long in the same time be making; 
Now farther, now nigher, now lower, now higher, 

Do but just take a peep at this wonderful flyer, 

As he sits at his ease, and manceutres at will— 

Then give him.the praise of cool courage and :kill. 


Ye novelty ’mongers, spruce fierce-whisker’d heausy 

Ye new-fashion hunters, sweet-scented gay ladies, 

A quite povel, time-killing tour I a 

En passant, to visit the stars and pleiades: 

But first ’tis essential, for reasons potential, 

That your globe be weil-form’d, and io all points substantial ; 
Or when from amongst us on high youascend, 

Some late found out error your journey may end. 


Well, all things arrang’d, and pronounc’d well to pass, 

As a drum tight and sound, with cords, netting, and leather, 
With quantum sufficit of travelling gas, 

And valves to descend or mount-up ed pleasure = 

Now fully inflated, the travellers seated, 

Awaiting the signal with hearts elevated, 

Tis fit, for a moment, each turn tn his mind, 

To leave, of utility, nuching behind. 

They’re off; and the keen aatiquarian’s eyes, 

?Gin to sparkle anew, whilst his breast throbs with pleasure, 
In hopes to possess, in this route thre’ the skies, 

Some nun-descript old, planetarian treasure ; 
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The scholar judicial, who here superficial, 
—@onsover his books for effects beneficial, 

Anticipates aspects, or cheerful or dire, 

And pants for the zodiac warm’d with new fire, 


Our air-castle builders their projects givé oer 

‘Fo hasten with glee to a clime more in season; 

To Luna’s fair orb, on whose silvery shore 

Laputian schemes may appear to be reason : 

These Quixotes in scrence may set at defiance, 

All cules except those where themselves place reliaace 3 
And subtle declaimers may there prove with force 

Of argumentation a chesnut’s a horse. 


Now light-finger’d youths may on Mercnry call, 
And practise at ease the inverse use of riches ; 

Blend meum and tyym in puzzling thrall, 

And become as adroit as old jugglers or witches; 

Sir John, or Sir Harry, now need not long tarry, 
Where vice is controul’d, and where sober folks marry, 
But haste to bright Venus’s sphere, where no court, 
At least that we know of, will gravel their sport. 


From Munchausen travels "tis time to revert, 

And our object again pursue in plain sailing, 

May 2ronauts never encounter a hurt, f 

Nor ignorance e’er be o’er science prevailing |! 

His honest endeavour to please is so clever, 

We'll give bimthe plaudit of ‘* Sap Ler for ever!” 
We’ll wish bim success in his art and balloon, 
Altho’ he ne’er venture to go the moun! 


Bristol, September 24, 1810, ¥. 8. 
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ELIZA’s SOLILOQUY. 


REATHE soft! Oh ye wild winds breathe light! 
In smoothly sweet accents your meed 
Pour low on the pinions of night, 
Nor waft the soft tune from the reed, 


Be hush‘d the swoll’a yoice of the lute, 
That’s borne on the breath of the air; 

Cease Philomel! ’chantress be mute, 
Nor sovthe wan Eliza’s despair. 


Ah Daphnis! sweet youth of the shade, 
That breath’d love's soft language so sweet, 
All peace from my mind is now tied, 
All joys from my bosom retreat. 


I obtain’d the sole sway of thy heart, 
Nor thought of the precious bequest 

*Till I felt the full force of the sunart 
When thy soul sunk untimely to rest, 


North Peiberton, September, 1810. J. W. JONES. 








ON’ A LADY’s NOSE. 


ISS, in your nose an epigram’s discern'd; 
*Tis little, pretty, elegantly turn’d. 
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